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it was impossible to send the proofs before printing for correction to Angouleme. Nevertheless, as he had undoubtedly exceeded his rights as editor, he thought it wise to temporise, and wrote an explanatory and conciliatory letter; and as this did not pacify Balzac, he dispatched a second of similar tenor. However, a few days later, on January 9th, 1832, he felt compelled by the tone of Balzac's correspondence to send a third beginning : " Sir, I find from the tone of your letter that I am guilty of doing you a great wrong. I have treated on an equality and as a comrade a superior person, whom I should have been contented to admire. I therefore beg your pardon humbly for the ' My dear Balzac' of my preceding letters. I will preserve the distance of ' Monsieur ' between you and me." *
Nevertheless, in spite of the uncompromising commencement of the letter, we can realise the extent of Balzac's success at this time, by the fact that, though Pichot was in a state of intense irritation, he was still anxious, in his capacity as editor, to soothe and content the indignant writer, and to induce him. to continue his contributions to the Revue dc Paris.
However, Balzac was furious. His respect for his own name and his intense literary conscientiousness were stronger even than his desire for money, and it was a very black crime in his eyes
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